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Aims and Objectives

At Kingsbury Episcopi Primary School, the teaching of geography is aimed at imparting an understanding of places and environments. The children learn about their local area. They progress to comparing their own physical environment and culture with those of others further afield in the rest of Great Britain and also the wider world. We place an emphasis on the environment and our effect upon it by enabling children to recognize the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind. The key areas of drawing and interpreting maps as well as research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving skills are all integral to our overall geography curriculum.

We aim: 

· to enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world;

· to increase children’s knowledge of other cultures, and in so doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural society;

· to encourage in children an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means;

· to enable children to know and understand environmental problems at local, regional and global levels;

· to encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development;

· to enable children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps;

· to develop a variety of skills such as those of enquiry, analysis, problem-solving and presentation.

Teaching and learning styles for all abilities

We employ a variety of teaching and learning styles in order to allow all our children to achieve their full potential in this subject area – to extend their knowledge and skills and advance their social growth and development. To this end, work is differentiated by a variety of methods such as outcome, use of resources tailored to level of understanding, appropriate grouping – either ability or friendship based and also support level/type. Importantly, this subject allows such variety in teaching style and outcome that it is an excellent vehicle for the development of targets from Individual Education Plans.
Geography teaching focuses on enabling children to think as geographers. Our methods are enquiry-based. The children carry out research into geographical topics via a variety of sources and geographical equipment such as reference books, atlases, statistical data and aerial photographs (we have a well-stocked library which is very useful for this purpose). They use ICT as individuals or groups; they discuss issues of interest in class or group settings; they record findings via a variety of methods incorporating links from the range of other curriculum areas - such as written, statistical, or artistic work and they prepare presentations and dramatic performances for use in class or in school assembly.  We have an excellent and well-organised collection of geography resources which we use constantly to enhance understanding through visual and investigative means.
We have representatives from other cultural groups within our school community and their contributions to enhancing our geographical experiences are greatly valued. We invite visitors into school to talk about their knowledge and experience of the economic and social activities of our locality and the wider world and why these activities develop through geographical factors. Additionally and very importantly, we organise visits to places of geographical interest. We have a special interest in using the local area for visits as they provide a rich and varied seam of economic and social activity to consider and reflect upon. If the required balance of experiences cannot be obtained by travelling a reasonable distance, we make the most of the high quality and varied ICT opportunities available to us such as the Internet or Espresso, to ensure that the children experience as broad a range of aspects of geography as possible.
We have achieved the International Award which has involved the children in as broad an experience of other countries and cultures as possible. We aim to consistently provide a range of musical, artistic, technology and literacy-based activities in order to maintain the validity of the Award

Curriculum Planning 
We very broadly plan our geography curriculum from the units in the QCA Scheme of Work. A key element for us is the emphasis placed on the identification and utilisation of cross-curricular links in order to enrich the learning experience for the children from the acquisition of the vocabulary, to the ability to investigate a topic from multiple aspects. 
We have now further developed this idea by combining much of our non-core teaching into an over-arching whole-school/whole-term theme and so selecting key objectives according to the main theme. The main theme is sub-divided into 4 subject areas – technological; social understanding (which incorporates geography); understanding of the arts and health and well-being. Therefore our teaching objectives may come from a variety of the individual units within any individual subject or subject area. All taught objectives are adapted to the needs and expectations of each year group. In order to ensure coverage over the Key Stage, an objective tick sheet is used at the end of the year so that the following year class teacher can select from those objectives not as yet covered. 
This system has currently only been trialled within KEPS for one academic year - 2009-2010. The approach has met with a generally favourable response and so we will be consolidating it during the academic year 2010-2011 and re-evaluating its effectiveness going forward. Numeracy and Literacy remain discrete, but valuable opportunities are fully exploited – for example reading skills are used for research and data-handling skills together with writing skills across a variety of genres are developed when recording findings and presenting ideas.
Our medium-term plans provide an overview of the objectives, activities, cross-curricular links, outcome and assessment procedures for each class each term. Individual lesson plans are drawn from the overview by adding details such as required resources, groupings, use of ICT, Speaking and Listening activities and newly-evident cross-curricular links.
We all firmly believe that all lessons in a primary school should enhance the PSHE and citizenship programmes as well as promoting the childrens’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Geography lessons have a major role in these areas. They should foster understanding of the current Western lifestyle whilst informing children about the difficult lives of others around the world even now in our modern age. We thus aim to utilise the opportunity of geography lessons as fully as possible in order to assist our children to become thoughtful and responsible citizens of our diverse world.

Assessment and recording for all Key Stages
Children’s work is marked and returned to them as soon as possible after it is completed. Detailed comments and a clear reward system show the children if they have satisfied the key objectives or how they should improve in order to do so. This, combined with informal assessment through the lessons, will provide guidance for assessing the progress and effort of each child as they move through the school. As the Reception class is part of the Foundation stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the geography aspects of their topic work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals.

Monitoring
Samples of childrens’ work from the three ability ranges are kept in a portfolio in order to demonstrate the expected level of achievement for the year group. The continued monitoring of standards and direction of the subject is initially the responsibility of the subject leader together with support for colleagues and keeping them informed of current developments in the subject. Currently the focus is on identifying and exploiting cross-curricular links as we progress through our newly- structured curriculum.
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