Kingsbury Episcopi Primary School

Homework Policy 
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Homework Policy

While we feel that our children are working very hard at school during the day and that their time out of school should be their own time to pursue hobbies, interests and play, we are aware of the benefits of regular homework activities, to reinforce and consolidate what has been learnt in school and to prepare the children for later school life. Consideration will be made for any child with disabilities and the need for them to be able to access the set homework.
Reading is the basis of our homework expectation.

We encourage parents to enjoy sharing books at home with their children, and reading bedtime stories.  From the Reception class onwards, children will take books home.  Sometimes these will be books for parents to read to their children, sometimes the books will be for the children to read to parents. Recording of this reading is in Red Reading records in KS1 and in the Homework Diaries in KS2.
As children get older they will be given times tables to learn.

On occasions children will want to follow up work on a topic at home, perhaps by carrying out further research.

The table below shows the approximate timings and the types of homework given at the two Key Stages.

	Key Stage
	Time per Week
	Type of Homework

	Reception + Yr 1/Yr 2

Beech and Willow Classes and Elm Year 2s
	1 hour per week

(approx. 15 mins per night)
	Reading, sight vocabulary, number facts including tables, researching topics



	Key Stage 2: Years 3/4
Elm Class and Ash Year 4s
	1 ½ hours per week

(approx. 20 mins per night)
	Spelling once per week.  Reading and mental arithmetic (including tables) or numeracy sheet linked to learning in class that week. Occasional research task linked to the topic.


	Key Stage 2:  Years 5/6

Ash Year 5s and Oak Class 
	2 ½ hours per week

(approx. 30 mins per night)
	Spelling once per week.  Continued emphasis on Literacy and Numeracy, alongside the regular learning of times tables and reading. Occasional science or topic work.


Key Stage 2 children in Elm, Ash and Oak classes are given homework diaries, which are used as a communication tool between home and school.  These must be checked every night by parents to check what homework has been set and signed weekly.  The homework diaries are checked in school 
A homework club is run weekly. Children are encouraged to attend the club if there are difficulties with completing homework at home.

Key Stage 2 children should have a plastic wallet or other suitable bag to use for transporting homework diaries, letters etc.  Parents of Key Stage 1 children are encouraged to buy their child a book bag to help keep their reading book and record books safe.
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