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Introduction

In our school we value the teaching of foreign languages highly.  All KS2 children are taught as part of the normal school curriculum and at times they are taught Spanish by a native speaker.  In addition, we endeavour to give all children opportunities to learn songs, greetings and words in other languages and KS1 children are able to answer the register in a wide variety of languages every morning. 

The ‘Language of the Month’ display helps to develop interest in languages and where they come from, and is meant to have links with other subjects of the curriculum whenever possible.

Our International School Award reinforces our commitment to develop a global dimension throughout our curriculum, of which foreign languages play a central role.

We believe that:

· many children really enjoy learning to speak another language;

· the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language  is acquired; 

· it is a good idea to introduce a new language to children when they are at primary school, as they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development;

· the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning of other foreign languages later in life.

Aims and Objectives

The aims and objectives of learning a modern foreign language in primary school are:

· to foster an interest in learning other languages;

· to introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;

· to make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure differs from one language to another;

· to help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;

· to develop their speaking and listening skills;

· to lay the foundations for future study.

Organisation

The KS2 classroom teachers usually teach French to children for 30 minutes a week plus 5 minutes daily, as part of the curriculum, sometimes making links with other subjects. 

KS1 children have 30 minutes of languages a week : two terms of French and one term of Spanish where they learn songs and basic vocabulary.

The Curriculum

French is the modern foreign language that we teach to KS2 as part of our curriculum. We follow the Somerset Guidance and recommended resources, including LCP, Early Start and Espresso.  We use ICT to extend children’s vocabulary and to get them to listen to the foreign languages they are learning, sometimes through games in programmes like Espresso and Grid club where they can learn, for example, colours and numbers.  

We have close links with Huish Episcopi Secondary School and collaborate with languages events that take place within the CLP.  A French language specialist teacher linked to Huish comes to model and teach lessons to KS2.

We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement in the modern foreign language; these include games, role-play and songs and the children are given opportunities to practice in pairs or small groups the vocabulary they are taught, for example, greetings, questions and answers.

We frequently use mime and Somerset Total Communication signs to accompany new vocabulary, as this serves to demonstrate the foreign language without the need for translation and also reaches children of all abilities.  We emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills.  We also use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to introduce a physical element into some of the lessons, as we believe that this serves to reinforce memory.  We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of modern foreign languages.  We build children’s confidence through constant praise for any contribution they make, however tentative.  

KS1 has benefited from having French and Spanish lessons. The children are taught basic greetings, parts of the body, colours, numbers, days of the week and other simple vocabulary. The teacher uses music CDs and videos to reinforce learning and to show life abroad.

Assessment

We assess the children through observation and their participation in class. We do this informally and formally during the lessons.  

Monitoring and Review

We monitor teaching and learning in the same way as we do the other subjects that we teach in the school. The Headteacher also reports to the Governing Body on the progress of children in French in the same way as in any other subject. The Governors’ Curriculum Committee has the responsibility for monitoring the success of the teaching in French.

The MFL Co-ordinator liaises with KS2 teachers in the school and with the specialist teacher, in order to give support that may be related to resources or training, or to assist in the organisation of languages events in our school or across the CLP.
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