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KEPS Courier i

Success Through Teamwork

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

As we approach the Christmas break, | would like to take this
opportunity, on behalf of all the staff at KEPS, to wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

| have thoroughly enjoyed my first term as Headteacher, it has been
wonderful to meet so many of you and to see the children’s hard work,
passion for learning, and enthusiasm shining through. Their positivity has made this term truly special.

It's certainly been a busy few weeks!

Our brilliant choir performed at Wells Cathedral, the Huish Academy Primary Concert, and the Kingsbury
Episcopi Christmas Market, what fantastic ambassadors for our school.

It's also been great to see so many pupils engaging in sport. From inter-school competitions to
Playleader training and the STUMPY programme, our pupils have consistently stepped up and shown
great teamwork. Last week, we were lucky to receive a visit from Somerset cricketer Will Smeed, who
provided an inspirational afternoon for pupils in Ash and Oak classes. And how can we forget the brilliant
Beech Class and their performance of The Sleepy Shepherd? Their confidence and enthusiasm truly
shone through.

As 2026 fast approaches, we look forward to building on the fantastic foundations we've established
together. Thank you for your continued support - it makes such a difference.

Enjoy a well-deserved festive break with your loved ones, and we
look forward to welcoming everyone back to school
on Tuesday 6th January.

Kind regards




Cricket Fun for Ash
& Qak Classes

Wednesday 10" December was the
final session of the 6 week STUMPY
programme. We were joined by
Somerset Cricketer Will Smeed who
took part in a Q & A session before
joining the children for some
playground cricket.

Many thanks to the Somerset Cricket
Foundation for a super inspirational
afternoon of cricket fun.

An Exciting Visit!

A massive Thank You to everyone at
RNAS Yeovilton for their efforts to
bring Santa to KEPS to collect pupils
Christmas letters.

’

The weather meant the crew were
unable to land, but the ground crew
were on hand to collect the letters to
pass them on.

Sporting Dates for the Diary '~ m

20™ January - Year 5/6 Hockey Tournament - Huish Academy 3G Astro Pitch 4 - 6pm

3" February - Year 3/4/5/6 Swimming Gala - Huish Leisure 2 -3.30pm
10" March - Cross Country 2 - Huish Academy 3 - 4pm
24™ March - Cross Country 3 - Huish Academy 4pm start




KEPS Choir at Wells Cathedral

On 8" December, our awesome school choir performed
at the Somerset Music Wells Cathedral Christmas Concert.
It was magical evening that we were proud to be invited to take part in and
the choir didn’t disappoint! They were fabulous! A huge Thank You to
Mrs Sowter and Mrs Colton for all their hard work and support.
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A Rig Thank You...

...to The Levels Amateur Theatre Company for their
kind sponsorship of the school’s Christmas tree this
year.

It looks so cheerful and festive in our school hall!

Christmas Jumper Day

Thank You to everyone who took
part and donated towards Save the
Children for Christmas Jumper
Day 2025!

The array of festive jumpers
was amazing!

After School Clubs

The After School Clubs for Spring term 1 are on Wisepay and available to book. Please log in and book as
normal.

Day Club Opento Taken by Location Cost Max Number
Mond@ LegoClub | YrR-2 Mr Bell BeechClass | £15/ Half Term @_
Monday Micro:bit Club | ¥r3-6 Mrs Lane Oak Class £15 / Half Term 15
Monday K51 Sports Club | YrR-2 Mr Thompson School Field [ £15/Half Term 20
Tuesday K52 Sports Club | Y¥r3-6 Mr Thompson School Field | £12 / Half Term 25

Due to two CLP Sports Events being held on Tuesdays, K52 Sports Club will not run on 20th Jan or 3rd Feb, as will plan to enter
K32 teams into these events - this has been reflected in the price.
Thursday Choir Yr2-6 Mrs Sowter & Mrs Colton School Hall | £30 / Whole Term 40
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE PTA

It’s been a busy term!
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Thank you to all parents and families who:
e Bought cakes or Christmas raffle tickets.
e Donated items for the prize hampers.
e Sponsored a child for the Colour Run.
e Came to the Christmas bingo evening.
e Took part in Secret Santa.
* Helped on the morning of our Secret Santa
event or at any of our other events.

All money raised will go towards the
new outdoor play equipment which
will benefit all the children.

Thank you for your
continued support.
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Class Updates

The below links are for each class, these will take you to the KEPS website for their updates.

Preschool

Willow Class Year 1/2 - Willow Mrs Carson | Kingsbury Episcopi Primary School
Ash Class Year 4/5 Ash - Mrs Cleasby | Kingsbury Episcopi Primary School

Oak Class Year 5/6 Oak - Mrs Lane | Kingsbury Episcopi Primary School

Cafeguarding |

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are Mr Thompson and Mrs Carson.
Our safeguarding governor is Mr Simon Faull.

If you have concerns about your child at home or school, contact the office to book an appointment.
Alternatively, if you are worried about a child or young person who could be in danger, please contact
Children’s Social Care on 0300 123 2224, by email at childrens@somerset.gov.uk or the police.

You can contact the police directly by dialling 101 and they will discuss with Children’s Social Care what
action should be taken. In an emergency always contact the police by dialling 999. If you would like to
speak to a social worker outside office hours, please phone the Emergency Duty Team (EDT) on 0300
123 2327.

KEPS Preschool Update

Putting up our decorations is an exciting time for preschool, prompting lots of

conversations about decorations, colours, textures and their activities at home.
The children spotted the decorations around the room involving counting and
naming items. "They're cool" said one boy!

Exploring the ice and how it was melting.
The marble run has been a favourite activity,
building the run, watching and listening to
the marbles as they roll, talking about similar
sounds and sharing the marbles comparing
quantities.

Role play shops, lots of
mark making for lists and
writing numbers. Using the
scales for play with the rice.



https://www.kingsburyepiscopiprimary.co.uk/pre-school-updates/
https://www.kingsburyepiscopiprimary.co.uk/receptionyear-1-beech-mr-bell/
https://www.kingsburyepiscopiprimary.co.uk/year-23-willow-mrs-carson/
https://kingsbury-episcopi-primary.secure-primarysite.net/year-45-ash-mrs-cleasby/
https://www.kingsburyepiscopiprimary.co.uk/year-56-oak-mrs-lane/
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Updated Attendance Policy — Important [nformation for Parents

As part of our statutory responsibilities, we have updated the KEPS Attendance Policy. The full policy is
available on the school website and we encourage all parents to read it carefully.

Key Updates to Note:

1.Unauthorised Absences and Penalty Notices
Unauthorised absences include:

o Arriving after registration closes

o Term-time holidays without approval

o Absences without a valid explanation
If a pupil has 10 or more unauthorised sessions (equivalent to 5 days) within a rolling 10-school-
week period, the school is required to consider issuing a penalty notice.
Penalty notices are issued per parent, per child, and carry a fine of £160 (or £80 if paid within 21

days). Repeat offences may lead to prosecution.

2. Changes to Signing In/Out Procedures (Effective After Half Term)
To support accurate attendance recording and safeguarding:

o Pupils arriving after the gates close at 9:00am must be signed in by a parent or guardian at the

school office.
o This includes late arrivals due to medical appointments.
o Parents must also sign their child out at the office if collecting them during the school day.

These changes are being introduced to ensure we meet statutory guidance and continue to prioritise
safeguarding and punctuality.

If you have any questions or need further clarification, please don't hesitate to contact the school office.

KEPS Class Attendance Figures so far This School Year

Attendance
96.37% Attendance 94.14%

Attendance 93.66% Attendance 95.96%

Ash

Absence 5.86%

Willow Oak

Absence 3.63%

Absence 6.34% Absence 4.04%



House Points for Autumn Term 2025

The final totals for House Points for the Autumn term are:

Plackdowns - 3444

School Tours

Is your child starting school in September 2026?

The deadline for Primary School applications is

15™ January 2026. Even though our Open Events have
passed, we still welcome prospective parents and
children to explore our wonderful school ahead of
admissions for September 2026.

Come and meet our dedicated staff, see our vibrant classrooms in action, and discover what
makes Kingsbury Episcopi Primary such a special place to learn and grow.
Please call 01460 240507 or e-mail office@keps.school to register interest.

wraparound Provision

From Friday 30" January 2026, The Willows will cease
providing our Breakfast & Afterschool Childcare provision.

We are happy to inform you that Mrs Nic Bullock has
agreed to continue to provide this service within our school

and all booking will be made and paid for via WisePay.

Should you have a last-minute requirement you will need to
either call or email the school office to request this,
however this will be during normal school hours.

A doorbell will be placed on the school gate for you to use
when you drop off/pick up your child/ren.

PE Days for 2025/26

Please send your child/children to
school in their PE kits on PE Days.
PE kits should be burgundy shorts/
black leggings/tracksuit bottoms,
white house coloured t shirt.

A school jumper, cardigan or

KEPS PE hoody (hoody is optional).

PE days for 2025/26 are:

Monday - Beech and Willow
Tuesday — Ash & Oak
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JANUARY 2ND - 4TH 2026
e KINGSBURY COMMUNITY CENTRE '«

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT SEATY.CO.UK
OR FROM OUR TICKET HOTLINE
07375889716 ey
FOR MORE DETAILS, CHECK OUT THE PAGE E e;

LEVELS AMATEUR SHOW COMPANY
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NS School Calendar for 2025/26

Success Through Teamwork

: KEPS School Terms and Holidays
N g&%ﬁrset 2025/2026 Academic Year

September 2025 October 2025 November 2025

De

1 8 16 22 29
2 9 16 23 30

Term dates summary:

- School Holiday Term 1: 02 September — 24 October 2025 (39 days)

- Bank Holiday Term 2: 03 November — 19 December 2025 (35 days)
Term 3: 05 January — 13 February 2026 (30 days)
[ ]erm Time Term 4: 23 February — 02 April 2026 (29 days)

Term 5: 20 April — 22 May 2026 (24 days)
Term 6: 01 June — 22 July 2026 (38 days) TOTAL =195

I Inset Days

Christmas Day 25 December 2025 Easter Monday 06 April 2026
Boxing Day 26 December 2025 May Day Bank Holiday 04 May 2026
New Year's Day 01 January 2026 Spring Bank Holiday 25 May 2026
Good Friday 03 April 2026 Summer Bank Holiday 31 August 2026

Academy, Free Schools, Foundation & Valuntary Alded schools can sed their own lerm dales and may differ from ours. Please check with the individual
schools for their term dates.




